Northern Spirit v Parramatta Power 


Cost: $1.00 


North Sydney Oval, Friday 28th April, 2000. 


SOUVENIR EDITION 


GRAHAN ARNOLD COLUMN 


Tonight we play Parramatta Power in the 
last home match of the season at North 
Sydney Oval and looking back it hasn’t 
been the best of seasons. After a bright 
start where we won away from home on 
the opening day of the season against 
Sydney United, it has been a struggle. 


It is true to say that we haven’t 
performed to our potential as a team and 
we all have to take an equal share of the 
blame for not following up our success 
of last season. What is important is that 
steps are being taken to make sure we return to our form of last 
year, on and off the park, for next season. We have to look forward 
to make sure it doesn’t happen again. 


There has been some very good signs come out of this season 
and we will be building on them during the off season. 


Matthew Langdon has been tremendous and he has really 
blossomed as a player, as has Michael Cunico. Both guys were 
young inexperienced members of the Northern Spirit squad last 
year but they are now two of our most experienced players, 
leading the way every week. 


| also think Matthew Bingley has had a good year and he has 
stepped up as a leader on the park and Robbie Enes has also 
performed well in the latter half of the season. 


Ryan Griffiths has come along in leaps and bounds and he is 
startingto-emerge_as.a genuine NSL striker. If-he continues to_ 
improve he will become a good asset for Northern Spirit up front. 
Of course we are also going to dive into the transfer market and | 
am looking for four or five experienced players to blend in with the 
squad we have. | think we lacked a bit of experience this season, 
although the kids have performed well. They will remain a part of 
the plans but if we are to really push the big guns in the NSL we 
need some more experience - and we will be chasing hard to get it. 


This is all in the future and first we must get over the top of 
Parramatta Power tonight. 


The first time we met Parramatta earlier in the season it was one 
of the games of the year. Unfortunately we went down 4-3 at 
Parramatta Stadium but it was a good spectacle. 

David Seal scored two goals and Mattie Langdon scored the other 
but it was at the other end where we had difficulties. Parramatta 
scored four goals from set pieces and we have since worked hard 
to eradicate those mistakes from our play. 


Hopefully tonight's match will be as thrilling as the first encounter 
but the result will be overturned. 

As it is the last home game of the year | would like to thank the 
fans for supporting us through this season. It hasn’t been great 
fun every week watching us play but we appreciate the support 
we get, especially to the devoted guys and girls who travel to 
watch us play away from home. 


Thanks again and we can all look forward to a successful season 
next year. 


Game for Points? 


with Micky Brock 


Tonight we see the first Charity Football Match between Spirit Point 
and BARmy Point (symbolised by a frothing beer mug) in support of 
‘Sydney Buses Child Aid Fund’ and you will see a bucket collection 
going on and we ask that you spare a little change if you can. 


The officials tonight come from ‘Family Spirit Point’ situated on the 


hill to ensure that this event, hopefully to become an annual affair, 
involves the supporters from all areas of the ground. 


Captain’s Call 


with Robbie Slater 


Tonight we play our last home game of the season and although 
we have not lived up to our own, or your, expectations this Season, 
| would ask that we go out with a lot of noise and colour tonight. 


| know the pre-match game between Spirit Point and BARmy 
Point will set things up nicely for our duel with Parramatta Power 
as there are bound to be some wonderful emotions on display 
throughout this particular match. Let's just hope it’s played in the 
right Spirit lads. 

We had a great match against the Power at their place and the 
fact we lost 3-4 should not detract from a match where there 
were some great goals, some awful defending but a fans delight 
in wonderful attacking football. We hope to produce a match like 
that tonight except that we want to be on the winning end of the 
scoreline this time. 


It has been a year of mixed emotions for the players. We started 
brightly but couldn’t find any consistency and up in Brisbane last 
Tuesday night we tried out some of the youngsters and they 
didn’t let us down in a nil-two defeat, despite having the chances 
to score ourselves, in a scoreline that didn’t really reflect the true 
nature of a good tempered game. The 
future of the club is in pretty safe hands 
with the likes of the Griffo boys, 
Catanzaro etc. coming through. 


As-this-is- our last home-game; feer tt 
necessary to say than-you for the 
wonderful support you have shown the 
side in what has been a frustrating year, 
and | hope to see a few of you in the 
Bowling Club after the game....win, 
lose or draw. 


Thank-you all, you have been 
magnificent. 


Well done to Neale Muston (BARmy Point) and Julian Floyd (Spirit 
Point) for organising the two sides and I’m led to believe that both 
are taking this match quite seriously. 

Without further ado, allow me to introduce the squads this evening: 
Spirit Point 

Julian Floyd (Capt.), Matt Koomen, Dave Koomen, Sean Fitzgibbon, 
Andrew Rollason, Justin Fitzgerald (Fargo), John Fitzgerald, 
Cameron Peake, Ben Dallinger, Matt Wallace, Ari Chia, Andrew 
MacLauley, Antony Edenhofner, Adrian Smith, Rhett Champion, 
Scott Rawstone, Andy Moore, Victor Lopes, Michael Weiner, Mark 
Williamson. Team Manager - Antony Bross. 


BARmy Point 

Neale Muston (Capt.), Andy Fresl, Shaun Head, Shawn Maple, Tony 
Fonti, Claude De Francesco, Carlos Morata, Gary Strong, Gary Van 
Heugten, Russell Borman, Sergio Fiorenza and 2 reserves 

Officials 

Referee - Chris Wainwright, John Crowley - Ast. Referee, lan 
Crowley - Ast. Referee and Sandra Hill - Masseuse, Micky Brock - 
Sin Bin Timer. 

Remembering that this match is for charity and each player has 
donated $10 in order to play, I’m sure we are about to enjoy a great, 
if somewhat off-beat, game of football. Get behind YOUR team 
and let battle commence. 


Trophies have been donated by John de Waal (JD Trophies) 


NATIONAL YOUTH LEAGUE RESULTS 
SydutdYth F NSYouth F* | Marconi Colts 0 NSYouth 3 
Newetle Colts 2 _NS Youth Marconi Cits 0 
NsYouth 1 Newetle Yth NSYouth 1 
NSWIS 1_NSYouth N'Castle Cits 1 
NSYouth __1_Syd Oly Yth NS Youth 
Wollongong 0 _NS Youth NSWIS 
NS Youth 4 _NSColts 
AIS 1 
Marconi Yth 3 _NS Youth 

2 

1 

2 

2 

6 

9 


3 

) 

1 

2 

1 

1 W'gong Wol 
NS Youth 2 NS Youth 

2 

6 

2 

2 

1 

1 


AIS 
Marconi Yth 


Syd Oly Acad_2 _NS Youth 
NS Youth Syd Utd Cits ‘Syd Oly Acad 

=o = FURNZHOME 
NS Youth GAS ACT Acad — 

NS Youth Sydney Utd NS Youth 


NS Youth W'gong Cits 0 | *Utd Forfeit FURNITURE 


1s thy Paranata Poet Whether your are a football champion like Robbie 
Saturday, 29th April at Christie Park. Kick-off 4.30pm 
Wollongong Colts v NS Youth 
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We deliver within a single working day and will 
REMAINING COLTS GAMES 
Parra Power v NS Colts 


Sunday 7th May at Parramatta Stadium, Kick-off 2.30pm even install and set everything up. 


Beat the Olympic accommodation rush by 
NORTHERN DIVISION YOUTH TABLE booking your furniture hire now. 
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Parra Power 


Call us tomorrow on 9418 3344 or look at page 2 
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Spirit Home Away From Home 


with Dave Mason 


Not for the first time this season Northern Spirit dominated a match, created more chances but somehow managed 
to go down, this time 2-1 to Canberra at North Power Stadium on Saturday, April 22. 


The match summed up Northern Spirit’s season. In front of a good crowd of 10,214 the Gosford excursion looked 
like paying off on the field as well as the Spirit started the match brightly with Matthew Langdon in great form on the 
left flank and Robbie Enes having two shots shave the outside of the upright. 


As it turned out Canberra took the lead just before half time when the Spirit defence failed to react quickly to a 
brilliant Jess Van Stratten save and Canberra’s Andrew Clark bundled home the rebound. 


After the break, Northern Spirit stepped up a gear with Langdon again leading the way and when Ryan Griffiths 
scored his 5th goal for the club in the 56th minute it seemed the “home side” had gained control. 


The momentum then swung back Canberra’s way two minutes later when Clark scored his second goal of the 
match. 


For the remaining 30 minutes Northern Spirit peppered the Canberra goal with Langdon hitting the post and 
Langdon, Adam Snyder and Matthew Bingley all having chances to snare an equaliser. 


After the match Coach Graham Arnold was left lamenting another defeat after dominating and he singled out 
Langdon for praise: “I thought Mattie Langdon was outstanding,” he said. “That was his best match for a long time 
and he was back to his best. 


“He has a tremendous left foot on him and he gets quality ball into the penalty box. We just couldn’t get on the end 
of tte? 


Some positive sings for the future were the form of Langdon, Griffiths’ 5th goal in the past six matches, Michael 
Cunico’s impressive work as a stopper and the duel role of Bingley and Enes at sweeper and central midfield. 


NSL RESULTS 


WSL TABLE 


ROUND 31 


ROUND 32 TABLE 


Marconi Stallions 


(Gibson 50, Renaud 57, 2. Babic 73) 


Perth Glory 


(Trajkovski 9p, Milicevic 12) 


PTS 


Home Avg Att: 


Football Kingz 


Adelaide Force 


(Pelosi 50, Vidmar 78) 


W'gong Wolves 


4,848 


South Melbourne 


(Kupresak 5409) 


‘Sydney United 


Perth Glory 


11,903 


‘Sydney Olympic 


(Mendez 54, Cardozo 85) 


Parramatta Power 


(Sterjovski 23) 


Marconi Stallions 


5,015 


Wollongong Wolves 


(Petrovski 17, 57) 


Brisbane Strikers 


(North 85, Foster 95) 


Sydney Olympic 


4,951 


Gippsland Falcons 


(Vargas 27, 71, Hutchinson 30) 


Melbourne Knights 


(Kelic 11, Uriovic 82) 


Carlton 


2,821 


Newcastle Breakers 


Cartton 


Newcastle Breakers 


5,190 


Northern Spirit 


(R. Griffiths 55) 


Canberra Cosmos (Clarke 36, 57) 


Adelaide Force 


4,841 


ROUND 32 


Canberra Cosmos 


(De Jesus 33, 78) 


Football Kingz (Rufer 28) 


Perth Glory 


(Ergic 60) 


Sydney Olympic 


Brisbane Strikers 


3,196 


Football Kingz 


4,479 


‘South Melbourne 


6,662 


Melbourne Knights 


4,399 


Melbourne Knights 


(Kiratzoglou 21, Cervinski 48, Kelic 71) 


Marconi Stallions 


Sydney United 


(Maric 16) 


Newcastle Breakers 


Brisbane Strikers 


(Grierson 75, Sthoj 82) 


Northern Spirit 


Parramatta Power 


Griffiths 54) 


Wollongong Wolves (Young 28, Cervinski 77) 


Carlton 


(Thompson 56, Terminello 95) 


South Melbourne 


Adelaide Force 


(Mori 14, 32, Pelosi 88) 


Gippstand Falcons (Nilo 2) 


Damian Mori 
Michael Curcija 
Pablo Cardozo 
Stuart Young 
John Buonavoglia 
Saso Petrovski 


Parramatta Power 


5,152 


Northern Spirit 


8,540, 


Canberra Cosmos 


2,418 


Gippsiand Falcons 


2,058 


Sydney United 


3,345 


NSL LEADING GOAL SCORERS 


Adelaide Force 
South Melbourne 
Sydney Olympic 
Wollongong Wolves 
Newcastle Breakers 
Wollongong Wolves 


TARRAGATTA 


FIRST TEAM APPEARANCE 


Is IC RIC NSL Total App. Gis 
P Henderson 13 = 
M Bingley 26 
L Casserly 7 
M Rudan 16 
T Cranney 26 
R Enes 18 
P Bilokapic 22 
R Slater 26 
D Seal 7 
C Zane 3 
M Langdon 23 
GAmold 5 
M Cunico 20 
AFaria 

| Crook 

P Moss 

S Catanzaro 

J Sobezyk 

D Culina 

J Perosh* 

T Perinich 

ASaad 

S Cranney 

R Griffiths 

A Griffiths 

S Lyons 

A Snyder 

M Prentice 

P Wearne 

N Berti 

J Van Stratten* 

Own goals for 1 


our visitors tonight 


PARRAMATTA POWER 


Tonight we host Parramatta Power in our last home game of 
the season and if the match at Parramatta Stadium is 
anything to go by it promises to be a match of high drama, 
plenty of goals and a real spectacle for the supporters. 


Power have not lived up to early season expectations but are 
a dangerous force that are more than capable of beating 
anyone in the league on their day. 


With Mile Sterjovski, Walter Ardone and Joel Griffiths 
providing plenty of pace up front for a very mobile attacking 
line, they have netted some truly magnificent goals this term. 


Dave Barrett and Steve Laybutt were both Red carded in their 
home loss to Wollongong Wolves on Tuesday and so are out 
of tonight’s match, which could be a major blow to our 
visitors, although with Richard Plesa and Joe Vrkic in the 
squad they have two outstanding individuals at the back. 


At this time of the season, Power may tinker with the line-up 
and field some of their up and coming youngsters, much as 
Spirit did at Brisbane earlier in the week, and so some 
unfamiliar names may enter the field of play, either at the start 
or during the course of the 90-minutes. 


No matter what the result tonight, let’s enjoy the game, enjoy 
the atmosphere and approach the match in the correct 
manner - ‘Within the spirit of the game’. 


Many thanks to all the Spirit supporters this year, as usual 
you have been unbelievable in your support. 


See you all in October. 


SPIRIT HEAD TO HEAD 


FIRST TEAM STATISTICS 


DATE | OPPONENT [FA 


| scoReRs 


OCTOBER 
Sydney United 


South Melbourne 


NEWCASTLE 
Brisbane Strikers 


SLATER 53, SEAL 58 


BINGLEY 35, SAAD 90 


‘SYD OLYMPIC 
NOVEMBER 


SUN7 Wollongong Wolves 


SAT 13 Marconi Stallions 


FRI19 KINGZ FC 


AT 27 | Gippstand Falcons 


DECEMBER 


‘MARCONI 


MOSS 58 


Melbourne Knights 


PERINICH 83 


ADELAIDE FORCE 


Canberra Cosmos 


PERINICH 2, 73, BINGLEY 81 
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Newcastle Breakers 
BRISBANE 
‘Sydney Olympic 


PERINICH 2, SEAL 72 
LYONS 85 
BILOKAPIC 57 


W'GONG WOLVES 


BABIC 7og, SEAL 44p 


Kingz FC 


SEAL 43, CRANNEY 62 


GIPPSLAND F 


‘SEAL 40, GRIFFITHS 77 


Marconi Stallions 


LANGDON 55, BILOKAPIC 82p 


MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 


LANGDON 45, GRIFATHS 76, BINGLEY 82 


Adelaide Force 


GRIFFITHS 31, CRANNEY 92 


CANBERRA 
Brisbane Strikers 


GRIFFITHS 55 


PARRA POWER 


Perth Glory 


NORTHERN SPIRIT — 


PARRAMATTA POWER 


John Perosh® 


Andrew Crews* 


Roberto Enes 


Dave Barrett 


Matthew Langdon 


Michael Santalab 


Matthew Bingley 


Steve Eagleton 


Mark Rudan 


Richard Plesa (cpt) 


Luke Casserly 


Joe Vrkic 


Robbie Slater (cpt) 


Jacob Burns 


Tony Perinich 


Walter Ardone 


David Seal 
Nicola Berti 


Joel Griffiths 


Troy Cranney 


Steve Berry 


Simon Catanzaro 
Phil Moss 


Steve Laybutt 
Milan Blagojevic 


Shane Lyons 


John Angelucci — 


Tony Faria 
Dean Culina 


wor Then 
Paul Bilokapic 


Me 


Danny Townsend 
Mark Byrnes 
Daniel Kukucka 


Lachlan Campbell 


fe Graham Amold (coach) 


V 


Matt Thompson 


Jess Van Stratten* 
Michael Cunico 


Ahmed Elrich 


Paul Henderson* 


Adam Snyder 
Elvis Olic 
Ryan Griffiths 


Jack Sobczyk 
Adam Griffiths 


Abbas Saad 
lan Crook 


John Gibson 
Kimon Taliadoros 


Peter Bennett 


Sean Cranney 


Mike Gibson* 


Michael Prentice 


Graham Arnold 


David Mitchell 


lan Crook 


Lawrie Mckinna 


Mile Sterjovski 


POWER 


